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45 : The Arrowsmith 
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T皿 VARIETYof arrows used in feudal Japan was great. Not only the size 

and shape of the head, but also the foath~rs ~ad _t~~ir. imp_o_~ta~ce., T~e 
shaft w;s generally made of bamboo and often dyed black___, _while t~e hea?s 
were mad~ of exc~llent steel. Although the introduction of firearms brought 
an end to the use of arrows as implements of warfare, the sport of archery 

continues to be in vogue throughout Japan. 
The man and the boy at the tubs seem to be engaged in dyeing the sha~ts, 
wlule the worker in the left foreground brings a btmdle of new ones. Th~ 
master and lus assistant appear to be adding the feathers and the heads, and 

the customer on the ben~l; holds a quiver of fi皿shedarrows. Such quivers 
were produced in a variety of styles, as w_e sh~l-~ se~ in Pl:t~ 46. The shop 
curta~ displays the embl~m of the Buddhist''luck jewel.'' 
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46 : A Quiver Shop 

IN JAPAN, as elsewhere, the bow and the arrow were important from pre-

historic times not only for the sustenance of life through hunting but also 

for military pursuits. The earliest warriors carried maces and bows. Gradu-

ally the Japanese developed what is considered to have been the most per-

fect longbow, as well as arrows of extreme accuracy like those shoWll in 

Plate 45. The arrows, of course, were carried in a quiver. 

With the elaboration of the warrior's armor, his accoutrements received 

equal attention, and many kinds of decorative quivers were devised. The 

style varied with the period and with the type of arrows employed. When 

丘rearmsbegan to be produced after a 1nodel brought to Kyushu by the 

Portuguese in 1542, methods of warfare gradually changed, but archery 

continued to be important. During the peaceful Tokugawa era it remained 

a gentleman's sport, a game reqtriring concentration both in body and in 

mind, and its popularity continues today. 

The quivers showi1 here are showy, oversized, costly, and more orna— 
me~tal tha~ pract~cal. They.a:e of the ~ype that wa~ mainly ca~~ed in ?ro-
cessions and parades or used by courtiers on certain ceremonial occasions. 

Made of丘nelylacquered wood, they are partly covered with the skin of 

some wild animal to symbolize might and courage. 

Note the black-and-gold laquered saddle (made of wood), the similarly 

ornamented stirrups (made of iron), and the tigerskin kurakake under the 

saddle. 
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47 : The Sword Dealer 

THE JAPANESE sword blade has no rival in qua~cy: In ~urope, s~~rd~ :~~; 
evenly tempered througho_ut, but i1: Ja~an only ly the edge was of hard steel, 

andthis was backed by softer metalto insure a certain amount of pliancy. 
A flllelybalanced andharmoniously curvedshape guaranteed tremendous 

cuttingpower. TheJapanese were extremely proudoftheirswords, many 

of whicl1 remained heirlooms for centuries, ie~. -and those made by the best 

smiths were worth a fortune. 
AsweshallseeinPlatC48,the grindingandpolishingofthebladeswasa 

separate craft. Here weseethef皿shedswordsforsaleintheir handsomely 

lacqueredscabbards.Thelnghlyomamentedswordguardsand other metal 

f ;-o~~;s- ~r-e now collector/ it~ms of great interest and value. 
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48 : A Sword Grinder 
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JAPANESESWORDS areofhighestquahty 
itv and take their place among tl1e -~es~ 

in the world. The swordsmith was_ cons1 
id~~d to be the most accomplished 

ofartisansandwasawardedmanyhonors, 
but the sharpening and polisl~ng 

~f the blade was left to anotl1er speci iili~~,-who also kept it in trim after-

wards. 
We see here a customer exarmmng 

inP-a fme blade, while tl1e craftsillan.is 

at work with a large whetstone. Some swor 
ds-are sl~own in their scabbards, 

and in the foregroun d are two outer containers o 
f red and black lacquer 

decorated with go 
ld:A-;~~rd dealer's shop appears in Plate 47• 
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49 : The Armorer 

FROM THEbeginning of feudal history in Japan, armor played an impor-

tant role in the life ofthe privilegeddaimyo and samurai classes. A1though 

the warriors ceased to be fighters after the pacification of the country by 
hev ~evertheless remained soldiers, the Tokugawa overlords, for 250 y~ars they 

and splendid armor wa~ a mark of th~~r sup1er1ior c~st~. 
Japanese armor was fa; I11ore complicat;d than that of Europe~~1 knights, 
and considerably mol•e colorfu1. Helmets, cuirasses, andarm andlegcover-

ings were compose d-for the most part of tiny plates of lac9uere~ ste:l or 

leather laced togetherwith braided cords whose colors indicated rank or 

party. Gilt omaments flashed here and thcre. Apart from tlns gorgeous 
d saddles, and -red silk reins proclaimed ;pp~rel, swords and pi~es: lac~uere 

thenobleman,andthehigherthequalityofworkmanslnphltheseaccoutre-

ments, the greater the glory. 
Th~ arm;r itself was kept in a special trunk ial tr~k called the yoroibitsu, one of 

f the servant who follows a samurai which is shown here on the back o 
withtwoswords. Insidethe shop, where the armorers are at work, We see 

several helmets on the floor. At the back of the left panel we see a ta1l 
bv the military on ceremonial occasions. black cap of the type worn _by 

v~;ious ~ther piece~ ~f armor hang from the ceiling. 




